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the Mglier; for the especial merit of the servant
is often that which disqualifies him from the

office of a master, The merit of the whole IKS
something different from that of the parts.

Scepticism, for instance, is very far from being
a, habit characteristic of the noblest intellects,
yet the Understanding, taken as a separate
faculty, is essentially sceptical; although, working

in subordination to the higher Reason and the
Moral Sense, it does not necessarily lead a man

to scepticism. Its especial office is to doubt, to
try, to prove all things; nor does the fact that

a man possesses an understanding peculiarly
subtle in sceptical inquisition demonstrate more
than that he possesses a singularly powerful
understanding. Such a faculty is likely to be
dangerous or useful, according as he allows
himself to be ruled by his understanding alone,
or employs it in due and graduated confedera-
tion with higher gifts. The dull has little merit
in not doubting, and the cold in withstanding
the temptations of sense. It was the misfortune
of the Greeks that during their declining period